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CLASS SPECIFICATIONS 
ALL CLASSES ARE CONDUCTED UNDER THE CURRENT AND  APPLICABLE          

USEF, AHA, AND USDF RULES AND SPECIFICATIONS 

PERFORMANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

To be eligible to show in a performance championship class, a horse must have been 
properly entered, shown and judged in at least one of the corresponding qualifying 
classes in the same section. 

Horses placing 1-3 in qualifying classes designated by + must show or forfeit all prize 
money won in qualifying class.  Horses placed below 3rd in qualifying classes designated 
by + may show in the championship but are not required to do so.  

Horses shown in a class designated by ++ may show back in the appropriate 
championship class but are not required to do so. 

BREEDING CLASSES 

Horses to be shown in-hand at walk and trot.  Judges must require handlers to walk all 
horses quietly on rail prior to placing the class, except in classes judged under the 
European Judging System.  A horse must be handled and shown throughout an entire 
class by only one and the same person, except that a substitute handler may be used if, 
during a class, the original handler becomes ill or is injured.   No handler may show more 
than one horse per class.   Transmissible weaknesses shall be considered a serious fault 
in breeding stock.  Colts and stallions two years old and over must have both testicles 
descended.  Halter horses are not to be stretched.  A horse is considered not stretched if 
all four feet are flat on the ground and at least one front and one rear cannon bone is 
perpendicular to the ground.A suitable headstall equipped with a throatlatch is mandatory.  
A whip or crop is optional, at the discretion of the handler.  One whip or crop per handler 
allowed, however whips are not mandatory and handlers are allowed to use items such 
as grass, hay and or treats to maintain horse’s attention.  Whips are to be no longer than 
6’ including snapper or lash.   No appendages of any kind are permitted.   Excessive use 
of the whip or actions that may disturb other entries shall be severely penalized.   
Additional causes for mandatory elimination from the arena are a) removal of eyelashes, 
b) changing of natural color of the mane and/or tail, c) balding the area around the eyes 
or proximal to the muzzle and nostrils.  A judge may penalize an entry with excessive 
amounts of oil, grease or other substances so as to cause an unnatural appearance. 

PERFORMANCE CLASSES 

Except in Roadster, Reining, Trail, Western Riding, Working Cow Horse, Hackamore, 
Gymkhana, Jumper and Hunter classes, all horses shall be worked at all gaits both 
directions of the ring and otherwise as described by class specifications, and will be 
asked to reverse direction at either the walk, jog-trot or normal trot.  Judges are required 
to consider the performance at each gait equally in adjudicating performance classes.  At 
judge's discretion, horses shall change from any gait to any other gait as listed in class 
specifications. 

Horses must come to the line up at the gait requested.  In the line up, horses must stand 
quietly and may be asked to back individually or as a group.  Horses not to stretch in the 
line up.  Horses showing undue stress, inhumane treatment, or whip marks must be 
penalized. 

LEAD LINE:   Open to riders who are at least two (2) years of age and have not reached 
their seventh (7th) birthday as of December 1.  To be led at a walk by a person who is at 
least 14 years old.  Saddle must fit rider.  Rider’s feet must be engaged in the stirrups/
irons.  Saddles may be equipped with hooded stirrups or breakaway irons.  Leading rein 
may be attached to a cavesson or a halter placed under or over the bridle.  Safety 
helmets, with chin straps, may be used by any rider, regardless of style of tack and/or 
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attire.  No stallions.  Only one rider on each horse entered  English,  Western, or Native Costume.  
To be judged on suitability of horse and equipment to rider.  Exhibitors showing only in Lead Line 
class are exempt from paying non-member fees. 

WALK-TROT PLEASURE:  Open to riders 10 years and under.  Rider must have never been 
judged in a class that required a canter or lope.  May show in either English, Hunter, or Western 
attire and equipment.  Judged as a pleasure class. Exhibitors will ride both directions of the ring 
at a walk and trot or jog only.  Stallions are prohibited.  

HALTER SHOWMANSHIP:  Exhibitors may show in English, Hunt or Western attire.  The judge 
shall specify whether the exhibitors are to enter at a walk or trot.  To be judged 60% on the 
handler's showmanship, 40% on presentation (condition, grooming, tack and neatness of attire).  
Either Arabian, Half-Arabian or Anglo-Arabian mares or geldings may be shown. No stallions. 

EQUITATION YOUTH CLASSES:  Equitation classes are open to both Half-Arabian and Arabian 
horses. 

WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP:  To be conducted under USEF Rule XVI Chapter XXII.   

AHA SADDLE SEAT EQUITATION MEDAL CLASS:   Following the rail work, two or more 
individual tests shall be required of at least ten contestants, if available.  To fill a medal class, 
three competitors with proper appointments must be entered, shown, and  judged.  If the class 
does not fill it will be held as a regular equitation class with a pattern and no medal or medal 
points will be awarded. 

AHA WESTERN SEAT EQUITATION MEDAL CLASS:   All contestants are required to perform 
both the rail work and the entire Stock Horse Pattern.  To fill a medal class, three competitors 
with proper appointments must be entered, shown, and  judged.  If the class does not fill it will be 
held as a regular equitation class with a pattern and no medal or medal points will be awarded. 

AHA HUNT SEAT EQUITATION NOT TO JUMP  MEDAL CLASS - Must have three riders to 
hold medal class.  To fill a class, three competitors with proper appointments must be entered, 
shown, and  judged.  If the class does not fill it will be held as a regular equitation class with a 
pattern and no medal or medal points will be awarded. 

ENGLISH PLEASURE:  English Pleasure Horses are to have the distinct appearance of being a 
pleasure to ride and to display a pleasurable attitude.  Horses may not cross over to Country 
English Pleasure. 

COUNTRY ENGLISH PLEASURE:  It is imperative that the horse give the distinct appearance of 
being a pleasure to ride.  A quiet responsive mouth is paramount.  All gaits must be performed 
with willingness and obvious ease, cadence, balance and smoothness.  No cross entries into 
English Pleasure. High action must be penalized. 

HUNTER PLEASURE:  To be shown at a walk, trot, canter and hand-gallop.  To back readily and 
stand quietly.  To be judged on manners, performance, suitability as a hunter, quality and 
conformation.  Horses may be braided.  Colored or ornamental metal browbands and cavessons 
are not permitted. 

ENGLISH SHOW HACK:  Horses to enter the ring at a normal walk or normal trot.  To be shown 
at a walk, trot, canter and hand-gallop; collected and extended gaits to be called for; to stand 
quietly and back readily.  Acceptable Hack attire required.  Mane and tail may be braided.  To be 
judged on manners, performance, quality and conformation. 

WESTERN PLEASURE:  To enter the ring in a counter clockwise direction at the jog-trot.  Light 
contact with horse's mouth must be maintained at all gaits.  Judges must consider all gaits 
equally in adjudication this class.  

REINING:  Entry to be shown and judged under class specifications set forth in the Arabian 
Division of the USEF Rule Book for Reining horses, as well as the AHA Reining Horse guidelines. 

DRIVING CLASSES:  Classes of more than 12 entries will be split and duplicate awards will be 
made.  Classes to be held outdoor only.  (Weather permitting). 

ARENAS AND FOOTING: INDOOR ARENA-60’ x 200’ sand and clay mix. 
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AMATEUR CLASSES:  Every person who has reached his 18th birthday and competes 
in classes for amateurs under USEF rules must possess current amateur certification 
issued by USEF. 

SELECT ATR: Amateur riders may compete in these classes until they have won any 
of the following: A regional top 5 or better in the corresponding ATR or open class;  A 
national top 10 or better in the corresponding ATR or open class; Two Regional top 5 
awards or higher in a Select or ATR class of the corresponding type when offered;  A 
national top 10 or higher in a Select ATR class of the corresponding type when offered. 

JUNIOR EXHIBITOR classes are limited to riders who have not yet reached their 18th 
birthday, determined as of December 1, 2007. 

MHAHA MEMBER ONLY CLASSES:  Must be a present member of the Minnesota 
Half Arabian Horse Association prior to 1st day of show and will be judged according to 
USEF AOTR specifications.  Exhibitors showing only in Member Classes are exempt 
from paying non-member fees.  There will be no payback in MHAHA Member classes 

JUNIOR HORSE:   Horses 5 years old and under.  

NOVICE HORSE:  Horse which has not won three first place ribbons at Regular 
Member Competitions in the particular division in which they are shown. 

PRO—AM CLASS specifications will be posted in the show office. 

NATIONAL SHOW HORSES 

NATIONAL SHOW HORSE REGISTRY:  Horses must be registered with the National 
Show Horse Registry at the time the entry is made.  The exhibitor must supply the 
competition with a copy of an official NSH Certificate of Registration or Confirmation 
Letter before the horse is allowed to show.  Horses are to be shown naturally with unset 
tails and without false manes or tails.  The use of glitter is prohibited.  All classes in this 
division will be judged in accordance with the current USEF Rule Book.  Please refer to 
the USEF Rule Book for judging and Class Specifications.   

NSHs must abide by AHA rules for hoof length and weight when competing in 
Half/Anglos Arabian classes. 

USEF MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT 
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GOPHER PRAIRIE MOTEL 
Family Rooms - Game Room - Refrigerators in all Rooms 

Reasonable Rates - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
 

Trailer Parking 
 

For Reservations call: 1-800-341-8000 
NW Corner of I-94 & US Highway 71, Sauk Centre, MN  56378 

(320) 352-2275 

Thank You to our Sponsors 
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HILLCREST MOTEL 
*************************** 

  AFFORDABLE RATES 
  DOUBLE, QUEEN OR KING SIZE BEDS 
  MINUTES FROM THE FAIRGROUNDS 
  CABLE TV AND IN-ROOM COFFEE 
 

US 71, 4 BLOCKS NORTH OF THE FAIRGROUNDS 

(320) 352-2215 

Thank You to our Sponsors 
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